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ABSTRACT

Kharkovynaua. H. The Art of Carpet Weaving in the Poltava Region of the
18th and Early 21st Centuries in the Art Culture of Ukrain@ualifying scientific
work as a manuscript.

The dissertation for Candidate degree in Art Criticism on a specialty
26.00.017 the Theory and History of Culture (Art Criticism). Kyiv National
University of Culture and Arts Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.
Kiev.Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University, Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine, lvanBrankivsk,2021.

The dissertation is devoted to an exceptional Ukrainian artistic culture
phenomenon as carpet weaving in the Poltava region. For the first time, there is a
attempt to provide a holistic conception of the abovent i oned art
heritage.

We have defined the local artistic achievements of individual settlements in
the field of carpet weaving in the region of the 18th and early 21st centuries. The
article considers the sources, development trends, sources of inspiration, typolog
of items, spefics of processing techniques and stylistic remits of the carpet

weaving craftspeople in the Poltava region according to the works that have
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persevered to this day. Historical aspects of the development of individual
workshops, manufactories, and hebeed workrooms are clearly revealed. We
have designed the wvalue o f t he reg
development of regional carpet weaving, particularly throughout the 20th and
beginning of the 21st centuries.

For the first time, on the multhethod research of museum records, most of
which are artefacts stored in museum depository, a general panorama of th
exceptional phenomenon of Poltava carpet weaving has been recreated, startir
from the Baroque era, when its formation took place. Thera igeneral
performance evaluation of individual training and show centrespeoative craft
societies, carpet enterprises of-@dlviet significance, which acted as-atlion
creative laboratories, thereby Poltava carpet weaving acquired the charaater of
perfect artistic phenomenon in the cultural life of Eastern Europe.

The dissertation consists of an introduction, four chapters that reveal the
work highlights, conclusions, references, and appendices.

The first section provides the analysis of weallbwn scientific studies on
statistics for the Poltava province of the second half of the 19th and early 20th
centuries and considers the history of carpet weaving art, works on the theory of ai
culture, art history and local study. We have analysed theswarkesearchers
predecesors (N. Arandarenko, V. Vasylenko, Ye. Kuzmin, M. Biliashivskyi,

D. Shcherbakivskyi, VPeshchanskyi, Zarembskyi, YaRyzhenlo,

B. Kryzhanivskyi S. Taranushenko  B. Zhuk, A. Rihl, S. Shuman

S. TaranushenkaVl. Novytska A. Zhuk, Ya. Zapasko, N. Hassanova, O. Fedoruk,
O. Padovska, HKusko, O. Ivanova, O. Lukovska, O.awborko, HKohut,
V. Dutka, PHerchanivska, Yu. Bohutskyi, S. Bezklubenko, Mfanasiev,
S.Yosypenko, Yu. Lehenkyi, A. Hotsaliuk, Zh. Denysiik Kopiievska, etc.).

The studyds source base is built
collections of the designated region. In particular, they are the collections of the
National Museum of Ukrainian Folk Decorative Art, the National Museum of

History of Ukraine,the Poltava Art Museum (Art Gallery) named after Mykola
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Yaroshenkothe Poltava Regional Museum of Local Lore by the name of Vasyl
Krychevskyy.

Through the arrangement of visual falked sources and factual materials
from the books ointroduction, stock books, passports of objects, listings and data
collected in orsite research, in particular, in Reshetylivka, Zinkiv, Opishna,
Dykanka, etc., it was possible to recreate a coherent picture of carpet weaving
against the background ofetlartistic culture of the Poltava region of the late 18th
and early 21st centuries and consider it in the context of regional artistic traditions.

Separatsl, there is the essence of tlgearpeé, ckoberetg, cpalace,
ckotze, ctapestrg, cpolavnyle, cnalavnyle, czalavnyle definitions, as well as
utensils and accessories related to their production, the cess#nwhich is
analysed in theConceptual and Categorical Framework of Res@ssabchapter.

The second chapter reveals the significance of thefararpet weaving in
the Poltava region of the 18th and early 21st centuries in historicalratuhnd
artistic dimensionsThe domestic textiles ties with the art of weaving in Europe,
the Caucasus region, Iran, Byzantium and Turkey are outlinede HEnerancient
references to carpets and their functions in Ukraine. The evolution of this regional
art from the time of the appearance of crafts and home production to the preser
day is considered. Special attention is paid to the centres in the eanlyetive
century in Dehtiari, Opishna, Poltava, Velyki Budyshchi, Velyki Sorochyntsi, Novi
Sanzhary, Reshetylivka, whose goods gradually acquired local expressive feature
At the same time, in some areas where carpets had long been made in the Polta
region, as in Helmyaziv or Irkliev, by the beginning of the twentieth century
gradually, home craft ceased to be popwad separate workshops ooperative
craft societies were not formed.

It is noted that in the region, the art of carpet weaving develaped
accordance with the functional understanding of goods as funeral, wedding, dowry
ritual-church and decorative ones. Attention is paid to the carpets from
Reshetylivka, which has become an experimental creative laboratory of republicar

and altunion significance since the second half of the twentieth century.



10

The third chapter reveals the technological and adigficative features of
the production of Poltava carpets. A
importance for developing the local carpet weaving, where they even bred
Sokolska and Reshetyka breeds with a unique fleece. It is characterised that
high-quality yarn and expensive dyes of bright colours were used mainly on-the so
called | andowner and monast e-craftspsoplec ar
involved in the domestic craft alsae to makegcshimmering items of bright
colours, which was part of the regior
requirements as embroidery, where dark or ochre shades represented the Earth, t
green colour was perceived egras®, blue onedeclaredthe ¢sky bluee, and so
on.

At the same time, the doubstded weaving performinghethod of lintfree
smooth items was based on the ancient traditions of local production, known in
Ukraine since the era of Kyivan Rus, when crafts developed inisgisbwith
Byzantine traditions.

Poltava carpetsodé6 very performing
present day have remained unchanged in the Poltava region. It is defined that thel
are six main technique$.hey ar e ¢ Ho o klEndingthe@uw et he H
inl i neé, cHol e oshapedecramsd eg CErSd théra r
Poltava region, for the manufacture of items with geometric ornaments, four out of
these techniques are used, which are counted (that is, threads are counted f
making a pattern) thisis¢c On t hlkei redligreg acHdlerona thalceoss a
cHole intlinee and a¢ &r-shapeeé thread.

But the traditional for the region combdircular weavin@ technique
involves plant patterns and is considered the most complex. In fact, this is the
name of techniques fogcOn the edgebinding thread, ¢Hole on the cross
¢ lBoks used in any combination, or total.

It is specified that in addition to flat carpepile mats have long been made

in the Poltava region, as well as the production of tap&gbey works.
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The specifics of yarn dyeing in the region are determined, the list of primary
dyes (about 70), local traditional terminology related to sheep brgediorm
breeding, standard equipment for yarn production and vertical and horizontal
machines are outlined.

It was found out that the combination of carpetking technologies of the
region allowed local crafts to stand out in a separate cultural tradiésociated
with baroque rich decoration and Sarmatism ideas, which was reflected in the
features of thecunivers@ of local carpets, their artistic and figurative
characteristics. In particular, millefleurs, a background style of small flowers
according to the Rocodeadition, cartouchashaped works, medallietype items,
arabesque carpets, narrative ones, and so on.

It was determined that the main varieties of decoration elements for items,
except for Floreal motifs of some flowers, branches, inflorescences, bouquets an
bushes, were flowerpots, baskets, vases with flowers, single and double wreaths |
centreoriented compositions, Calvaries, images of birds (eagles, pigeons, pelicans,
parrots, etc.), grapevines, butterflies, Chinese clouds, hearts, primitive houses
cornucopia, acanthus leaves, garlands, ribbons, heraldic mdi#g leaf garland
with crowns, monogms, bows, emblems, etc. Often the composition of the item
ended with a selvedge with plant hooking patterns and flowers; sometimes there
was a date or inscription.

The workos col our pianostlyesanegoldea @ ochré s o
and blue shadesf the background of the plant and geometric items were used. In
the latter, rhombuses, wedges, crosses, and stars were often made, placed
straight rows, cross lines, and squares.

The fourth chapter examines the regional identity of Poltava carpet weaving
in the artistic culture of Ukraine. In the Poltava region, the involvement of local
craftspeople in making orders for the wieHdo segments of the population led to
the spread oftyle elements of both eastern carpets, traditional for some Pakistani,
Afghan, Turkish, Persian and Caucasian regions, and the introduction of motifs of

major historical European styles as Baroque, Rococo, Classicism, Empire,
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Biedermeier, Art Nouveau, ArDeco, etc. In addition, the influences of well
known French Aubusson and Savonnerie Centres, as well as European tapest
manufactories were also noticeable in the compositional solutions.

Special attention is paid to weaving units andoperative crafisociety to
produce carpet items in the Poltava region. Those that were located in Dihtiari,
Zolotonosha, Poltava, Velyki Sanzhary, Lubny, Dykanka, Opishna, Kremenchuk,
Myrhorod, Hradyzhsk, Sorochyntsi, Zinkiv, and Reshetylivka. The work describes
the contibution of the families of Tolstukh, Babenko, and Piliuhin to the last
carpet weaving centre activities in the second half of the 20th and beginning of the
21st century.

We have provided the descriptive observation for the significance of the
image of tle Poltava and, in particular, Reshetylivka carpet in the intangible
cultural heritage of Ukraine. The traditional structure of the composition of plant
and geometric carpets of the region, the specific sound of their colour solution with
the help of ¢SpecHling technique, when due to the uneven dyeing of yarn in the
finished item, harmonious transitiord tones and shades are formed, which
informs the works of picturesqueness and shimmer, similar to radiance.

It is specified that the image of the Poltasad, in particular, Reshetylivka
carpet, which appeared in the era of the Hetmanate, during thé B8thnning of
the 21st century was updated, somewhat transformed and modernised under tt
influence of fashion for narrative propaganda and sweglisic compositions. At
the same time, the production of showpieces was-shapled, and they were both
in terms of artistic features and technologies like tapestry caipet®ven
paintings. That is, in our time, Reshetylivka carpets have reached a nety,quali
but they were and remain an original phenomenon in Ukrainian Art.

Taking into account the prospects of including the Reshetylivka carpet in the
National Register of intangible cultural heritage and its introduction in the future as
a living cultural tadition of Ukraine in the representative list of the intangible
cultural heritage of humanity by UNESCO, it is now essential to preserve and

introduce as much as possible into scientific use, including International, the
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achievements of this National Arignificant for reflecting the original spiritual
and material culture of Poltava region.

The study of Poltava carpets is also essential in the context of the theory anc
practice of contemporary national decorative and applied arts. The dissertatior
reveat the special artistic tradition intensity of Poltava carpets that provides
uni que materials that can encourage
creativity. The introduction of characteristic techniques of layout and
ornamentation in modern @eve practice will help to improve the artistic quality
of carpet items of folk arts and crafts enterprises and individual craftspeople wha
strive to work within the tradition and preserve it to enrich the national culture.

Key terms carpet weaving, Poltava region, artistic tradition, Intangible

Cultural Heritage, the 18th and early 21st centuries.
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