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ABSTRACT

Krasovskal. V. Wedding Rituals in Sokyriany Region at the end of the
20" Century i beginning of the 2% Century (structural -semantic aspects, art
and culture). 1 Qualifying research work. Manuscript.

The si s for obtaining Candi dat eids
Speciality 26.00.01 Theory and History of Cultur@Art Studie$. Kharkiv State
Academy of Design and Arts, Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine;
Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National UniversiMinistry of Education and
Science of Ukraine, IvanbBrankivsk, 208D.

The thesis is the first attempt to analyze Ukrainian wedding rituals in
Sokyriany region, Chernivtsi oblast at thedeof the 28 centuryi beginning of
the 2F' century.The author traces transformations which have taken place in the
structure and elements of wedding rituals of the above mentioned geographical un
as well as outlines their local variations and typiethnographic features. A
special highlight of the research is the evolution of wedding rituals in conditions of
crossethnic contacts. The research is the first attempt to analyze theatrical
elements, audio accompaniment and visual attributes of weddingls in
Sokyriany region in the conditions of globalization processes. The author traces
origins and mechanisms of developing new ritual acts and attributes. New factua
material has been introduced in art and scientific discourse as a result of fielc
research in 29 towns and villages of Sokyriany region.

The work is based on a complex application of commonly accepted
scientific methods (theoretical and empirical) as well as specific research method:
(literary-analytical, comparative, semiotic and stiygis During field research the
following methods were applied: interviews, observation, vigeording and
photography.

The obtained results make it possible to conclude that wedding rituals in
Sokyriany region at the end of the"26enturyi beginningof the 2%' century
remain not as thoroughly researched as traditional Ukrainian wedding. Meanwhile,

the chosen geographical unit is a unique zone of ethnic contacts with abundar


https://pnu.edu.ua/en/

cultural background which enables us to trace development and numerous
trangormations in wedding rituals.

The research helped establish similarity in patterns of traditional Ukrainian
wedding and modern wedding ritual in Sokyriany region: the latter includes three
stages: prevedding, wedding and pestedding. The structure of @twedding
cycle can be represented as a following sequence: marriage proposal (engagemer
i nvitation of a young coupl e for a
Operiwinkl eb ritual. Marri age Ppr opo:
requirements nther in terms of time nor the number of participants involved.
Traditionally a matchmaker is appointed; this person performs the function of
master of ceremonies. A compulsory element of a modern wedding is the

agreement between the two families and pssian for their offspring to wed; they

are |l ater i1 nvited to take part in 0n
confirmation is marked by putting a
fianc®. | t i's estabénasmaegdhakdtcedlnebrt.

feature only for this region. The final element of modernvpedding stage is the
Operiwinkled ritual which i1 ncludes a
fl ower by a fianc® and togdther,. act of yol
The research enabled the author to outline local variations epdréy in
Ozheve village the future mothar-law meets her prospective sonlaw wearing
a sheepskin coat insigwrit; in Bilousivka villagei the bride is substituted for
anothe young girl. In all the settlements of Sokyriany region making wreaths
remains a compulsory element of a wedding process. The only difference is the
shape and function of a wreath. In Hvizdivtsi, Oleksiivka and Novooleksiivka
villages periwinkle wreathiput on the young <coupl ed
and Serbynchany periwinkle wreaths a2
common shape of a wreath is a red stripe with periwinkle leaves attached to it.
Wedding cycle consists of the following events:etgg the young couple;
treating guests with various meal s (.

church and holding the wedding ceremony there; official wedding registration;



parents meet the newly married couple at the venue where festiveatielels to

be hel d; presenting the bride and t he
festive celebration; wunveiling the br
The author concludes that this sequence of events is rather conditsotted,aader

of events and its elements can differ even within one settlement. These variation
can be predetermined by season when engagement and wedding are held, choice
a senior man, matchmaker or by young

Within the period of the 2000s the
graveyards and oOnanashchennyadé are s
pattern in Bukovyna region.

The author discovered local variations of holding wedding festivities: in
regidry office, on the Dnister river in a specially equipped and decorated boat, in
the yard of one of the spousesd hou:
ceremony representsasetofdfeu i di ng i nstructions an:
of life-long love and devotion to each other, confirmation of their agreement to be
in wedlock by putting a signature in the civilian registry book, exchanging
wedding rings, receiving the official

Another ritual culmination was the clolrwedding ceremony. In Sokyriany
region it is either an indispensable element of the overall wedding composition or
an intermediary part between psedding and wedding stages. This deformation
causes additional difficulties in understanding this weddingl.

The ritual of meeting the young couple at the wedding venue has its local
variations. In particular in Vashkivtsi village the young couple are met by their
parents who form so called Oparent al
met by afemale cook.

An i mportant el ement of weddi ng i
custom of giving presents to the young couple precedes the festive ceremony
especially i f the wedding venue I s a
Ozhevevil ages Operepiy moneyd is collect

Is approaching each guest during the festive meal. In Shyshkivtsi village we



witnessed the act of putting all the collected money in a transparent packet whict
i's then pucorset. ntVolosikave vllaegé $rides dance holding the
packet with O6perepiy money6.

It was discovered that covering t
indispensable element of a wedding ceremony throughout Sokyriany region. The
main difference is irthe attributes which are used in this process and the person
who performs this ritual.

Unveiling of a bride is typical for all Sokyriany region, although the ritual
also has some local variations in attributes and people involved in the process
Also new éements were noticed in the wedding process. These are the following:
the bridegroom throws the garter, whereas the bride throws a wedding bouque
These are considered as a direct influence of Western culture on local traditions.

At the postwedding stageactivities which can hardly be regarded as
i nnocent t ake pl ace. These arei anost
allegorical play which is based on inversion and grotesque. At this stage the style
of ritual transforms from serious and festive into larous. These performances
are an act of honoring parents and other relatives, introducing the bride into a ne\
family and social status. A further development of this ritual is a symbolic
introducing of the newly marsketdd c(otuy
for Bilousivka, Kobolchyn, Serbychany, Romkivtsi villages).

The atr alization has become an integral part of the wedding ceremony in
Sokyriany region at the end of the™@enturyi beginning of the Zicentury. It
serves as a tool of commuaation between guests at the wedding. Decorations and
costumes are produced by the guests themselves prior to attending the event. Ti
roles and pl ot of these theatrical [
interpretations and improvisations erfrithe emotional feedback and atmosphere
of the wedding ceremony in Sokyriany region.

Based on the analysis of abundant empirical data it is possible to define role:
in a wedding ceremony: bride and bridegroom, their parents, senior man, matcl

maker sshkasa&n (or wedding parents), b



brideds unmarried brothers, female c
in the hierarchy of walldndin mupls pedomedby i s
them (putting on the periwitd wreath, removing the bridal veil etc) are of
approval natur e. Even after the weddi
for the newly married coupldhis wedding rank is a classic example of Bukovyna
and Moldovian traditions synthesis. Analysisfield research provides evidence of
the gender balance among the wedding ranks as well as balance in their functior
in the wedding ceremony. Guests also have a symbolic role in a wedding since
their presence is a public confirmation of a marriage.

It is established that wedding ceremony in Sokyriany region at the end of the
20" centuryi beginning of the Zlcentury has a lot of peculiarities; majority of
them are of approval nature or represent a kind ofglifieling instructions. The
bri decaaeai(®@koi s the most i mportant ¢
of a happy marriage. From the moment of wedding invitation to-ywedting
stage Okal acho S a speci al bread C
attributes. So cisadf & madiculér pneerest astit sdrveskas dna
example of preserved traditional Bukovyna rituals. It symbolizes, like other
circular objects, union of a bride and a groom.

Periwinkle wreath is one more example of preserved Bukovyna traditions
which symbolzes the end of virginitythe semantics of red color is preserved as a
symbol of bri deds shoes gerfarn they functi&ni ohritual n d
Substitution of the bride; t he symbc
comb, it performs its fction during her unplaiting, changing her hairstyilehon
and hairstyle are scalled markers of an unmarried girl.

Western culture also has had some impact on local traditions and introducec
to bride's wedding dress such items as veil and gaveeling bouquet (flowers)
has several meanings as well. It can serve as a decoration for wedding ranks or as
special sign indicating the social status or hierarchy of the wedding ranks
(bridegroom, best man etc.). It is established that the sheepskin cattus

attribute which indicates abundance and strength. Pillows are a symbol of wealth ir



the modern wedding ceremony of Sokyryany region. Embroidered towels represen
a life path, unity, faith and devotion; also they are a symbol of a wedding rank.
Heal scarf is an attribute of an isolated group; it also serves as a present an
another symbol of a wedding rank.

The research shows that traditional Ukrainian song has almost disappeare
from wedding music accompaniment nowadays. All the rituals and ceresrane
accompanied by verbal utterances and instrumental music. Improvisation element
are pertinent to senior mandos utter:
message and content mainly remain constant for all wedding ceremonies
Utterances of o#tr wedding ranks also have symbolic meaning but their content
may vary from event to event.

Envir on mental semantics has been preserved at all the stages of wedding
ceremonies i.e. separate locuses (house, yard, path or way etc.). A classic examf
oftransi ti on i s marked by the concept o1
is performed i.e. purification ritudl crossing the water streams or rivers by the
young couple (so called Oper & byrealingny ¢
peoplewith bread, wine and sweets along the way etc. Multiple walking along the
way S an i ndi spensabl e el ement of
met aphoric symbol of an obstacle on
performs purification faction.

Beginning and the end of a path
conditional boundary between the two worlds. In a modern wedding gates typically
have an arc shaped top, which iIs an
absent in Sokyany wedding tradition. Arc above the gates is a symbol of
transition from unmarried life into the status of a married couple.

Yard is the venue where the kin is united. The process of uniting is
represented by walking around the sacred attribtite tabé, which is also related
to the concept of transition into a

walking into an open space is accompanied by rituals of protective nature: triple



walking around the table, striking the staff against the doorpostngastneat
grains; splashing with water.

Boundary and transition semantics is pertinent to the following rituals:
young couplebs walking under the gue
threshol d, which symbol i zes .uThd astnof o f
forgiving is also connected with threshold. Marriage and happy family life are
semantically represented by the act of treating guests with lumps of wedding breac

The ritual of unplaiting the bride symbolizes loss of virginity, innocent
beauty changes in her life. Unveiling has multiple semantics i.e. it is a symbol of
ultimate transition into marital status for the couple. New rituals were noticed in
the wedding ceremony: throwing the wedding bouquet and a garter which have :
foretelling meaimg. These rituals also provide gender balance in a modern day
wedding where roles of a bride and groom have equal significance and value.

In a postwedding cycle, the rituals of riding in a cart (trough, ladder etc.),
putting wreaths, and giving bouquedse symbols of gratitude to parents who
fulfilled their parental function by marrying their offspring. Both male and female
guests are involved in costume perfo
nature. During these performances participants dipsas the opposite sex with
exaggerated genital characteristics. These performances are a ritual of misbehavi
and fun. The process of introducing
the final element in the overall wedding rituals pattern.

Within the context of intersection of Bukovyna and Moldovian culture and
traditions, the prospective aspects of research are the following: to study wedding
rituals in Kelmentsi and Khotyn districts in Chernivtsi oblast, which similarly to
Sokyriany region usd to be a part of North Bessarabia and have preserved unique
traditional wedding patterns.

Key words: culture of Ukraine, Sokyriany region, wedding, transformation,

theatrical performance, visual attributes.
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